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miracles which follow have sometimes no discoverable
or direct object, or but a slight object; they happen
for the sake of individuals, and of those who are
already Christians, or for purposes already effected,
as far as we can judge, by the miracles of Scripture.
The Scripture miracles are wrought by persons con-
sciously exercising under Divine guidance a power
committed to them for definite ends, professing to be
immediate messengers from heaven, and to be evi-
dencing their mission by their miracles: whereas
Ecclesiastical miracles' are not so much wrought as
displayed, being effected by Divine Power without
any visible media of operation at all, or by inanimate
or material media, as relics and shrines, or by instru-
ments who did not know at the time what they were
effecting, or, if they w;ere hoping and praying for such
supernatural blessing, at least did not know when
they were to be used as* instruments, when not The
miracles of Scripture are, as a whole, grave, simple,
and majestic: those of Ecclesiastical History often
partake of what may not unfitly be called a romantic
character, and of that wildness and inequality which
enters into the notion of romance. The miracles of
Scripture are undeniably beyond nature: -those of
Ecclesiastical History are often scarcely more than
extraordinary accidents or coincidences, or events
which seem to betray exaggerations or errors in the
statement The miracles of Scripture are definite and